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the Austrian general mobilization was not ordered until
eighteen hours after that of Russia, and that there is no
truth in the statement that Germany Had for six days been
taking secret mobilization measures.71 That the officials '
of the French Foreign Office who edited the Yellow Book
in 1914 should have thought it necessary to resort to such
a deliberate distortion of the truth, suggests that they were
conscious of how fatal Russia's action was, and how largely
Paleologue and France were responsible for it, and there-
fore sought to excuse and justify it even by falsifying docu-
ments.
Was Sazonov, shortly before going out to Peterhof,
strengthened in his determination to persuade the Tsar to
order general mobilization by the conversation which he
had with Buchanan and Paleologue, and by the telegram
from Izvolski?72 Or; as M. Renouvin ingeniously sug-
gests/3 did this conversation and telegram merely cause
him, upon his return from Peterhof after securing the order
for general mobilization, to inform Paleologue, with an
economy of truth hardly usual toward one's own ally, that
the Russian Government "was resolved to proceed secretly
with the preliminary measures [premieres mesures] of gen-
eral mobilization/' 74 One would not know with certainty
from this ambiguous phrase that the Russian Government
had already ordered full mobilization, and it is the claim of
Renouvin and Poincare that the Cabinet at Paris was not
aware of the Russian general mobilization, so far as any
information had come from Paleologue, until more than a
whole day after it had been ordered, that is, until the arrival
Bethmann's restraint on Moltke and the German military
authorities, and on Austrian general mobilization, see below, ch. xi.
72 See above, at notes 57-59.	^ Renouvin, pp. 186 ft.
74 Paleologue to Viviani, July 30, 9:15 P.M., received 11:30 P.M.;
part of this telegram is printed in F.Y.B., 102, but the passage quoted was
suppressed; what appears to be the complete text is £iven by C. Appuhn
and P, Renouvin, Introduction am Tableaux d'Histovre de Guittaume H,
(Paris, 1923), p. xcv.

